
Belltown Power is developing the Newlands Hill Wind Energy Hub. 

The planning application was submitted 
in November 2023. The submission 
triggered a formal consultation period, 
which ended in September 2024. The 
East Lothian Council (ELC) was the only 
statutory consultee to object. 

Following a review of all consultee 
responses, including a review of 
all public representations, we have 
identified design improvements and 
made design improvements to the 
project layout. The revised layout is 
described in Additional Information 
submitted to the ECU in July 2025. 

Newlands Hill  
Wind Energy Hub
Project Update – Autumn 2025
Project is proceeding to Public Local Inquiry (“PLI”)
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Revised layout

The ELC has maintained its objection and the project will now be proceeding to PLI.



Revised layout
The revised layout results in a more simple and harmonious array with a more 
compact and evenly spaced turbine grouping in views towards the project. 

A separate AIL Route Restoration and 
Management Report was submitted 
alongside the redesign, to provide more 
information of the proposed access route 
and associated reinstatement commitments. 

A Second Consultation Clarifications 
Response, which includes an appended 
Public Representations Report, was 
submitted to acknowledge, summarise 
and respond to consultee feedback.

REDUCED TURBINES 
The revision drops the 
no. of turbines from 
17 to 15, reducing the 
eastern extent of the 
wind farm.

REDUCED TIP HEIGHTS
Reduced number of 
turbines at max tip 
height of 200m from  
15 to 9.  

TURBINE REPOSITIONING
Turbines have been 
repositioned to 
to create a more 
balanced and compact 
composition.

CLIMATE1

over 110,000 homes  
powered, which is over 2x the 
number of homes in East Lothian.2

LOCAL SUPPLY CHAIN
Local businesses within 10% of 
the best quote tendered to be 
awarded the contracts for the wind farm. 

EDUCATION
Belltown’s Education 
Programme is already supporting 
primary schools local to Newlands 
with the aim of inspiring the next 
generation. In 2024/25 BEP undertook 
workshops and site visits with 8 local 
schools and 200 children. 

ENVIRONMENT
We increased habitat and 
biodiversity enhancement commitments 
from 45ha to 109ha within the site, and 
added 15ha of enhancement around 
the Danskine Loch SSSI. Impacted 
hedgerows will be replaced and a 
further 500m will be planted.



www.newlandshillwindenergyhub.com

Groundbreaking community offering
At Belltown we fundamentally believe 
that renewable energy projects should 
benefit the communities that host 

them and have therefore developed a 
groundbreaking community offering. 

Newlands Hill Wind Energy Hub 
has committed to providing:

£500k /annum3

index linked community benefit 
fund for the life time of the project

£20m4

this equates to c.£20m over the 
project lifetime (40 years)

c. 80%
distributed via an Electricity 
Discount Scheme

Newlands Hill Wind Energy Hub 
has committed to giving wider 
EL communities:

of donated equity in 
the project at no cost

of the equity at cost

with potentially more at 
market value, if desired +

Community benefit Community ownership

1%
4%

1.	 Assumes 15x 6.6MW and RenewableUK, Statistics explained.
2.	 East Lothian Council, East Lothian by Numbers, East Lothian 

Profile Summary, May 2019
3.	 Assumes 15x 6.6MW X £5,000 as per Scottish Government 

recommendations.
4.	 Not adjusted for indexation.

Next Steps
The ELC maintained its objection to the scheme despite the 
revisions made to the layout. While we are disappointed with the 
outcome, we remain confident in the merits of the project and 
look forward to taking the project to Public Local Inquiry. 

More information can be found on the ECU portal page  
under reference Newlands Hill / ECU00004603 and  
on our project website. 

Scan to go 

to our website

Thank you for all the responses and support we have received for 
the project to date. If you are interested to find out how you can 
help support the project or have any further questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact the team on newlandshill@belltownpower.com  
or on the website www.newlandshillwindenergyhub.com
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